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of the workingnian, as revealed by the inquiry, in the United States 
and foreign countries. It dissipates exaggerated notions of the rela- 
tively superior condition of the workingman in the United States, but 
demonstrates incontestably that the conditions of a healthful and 
hopeful economic existence are much more nearly realized here than 
in Europe. In certain branches, however, the American workman is 
hard pressed by his British competitor. Evidence is produced respect- 
ing the relative condition in America of foreign born and natural 
born workmen. It is clear that certain classes of emigrants adopt 
American habits so rapidly as to equal the native born in earning 
capacity and along certain lines even to surpass him. We cannot but 
commend Dr. Gould's study to all who desire an open-minded com- 
parison, perfectly accurate within its limits, of the social condition of 
the workingmen of the United States with those of other countries. 

R. P. F. 



Etude sur V enseignement de V Economie politique dans les Universi- 
tSs d'Allemagne et d'Autriche. Par Henri St. Marc, professeur 
a la faculty de droit de Bordeaux. Pp. 140. Paris : Xarose et Forcel, 
and Armand Colin et Cie. 1892. 

In the spring and summer of 1891 the author visited the leading 
universities of Germany to study the spirit as well as the mechanism 
of the instruction in political economy. His observations and conclu- 
sions are pleasantly recorded in the present volume. The work is, 
however, more than a mere summary of university practices and 
regulations, for the author has given a very judicious and very correct 
survey of the tendencies of economic thought in Germany. He 
passes judgment upon none of them. It is his office simply to record 
and he has given his countrymen a faithful picture of the various 
shades of opinion which form the distinctive characteristic of German 
economic thinking and writing. He complains that in France Ger- 
man economics are commonly understood simply as State socialism, 
not infrequently with the misunderstanding that Adolf Wagner is the 
type of the German professor. He shows clearly how a common 
spirit of special research, and a recognition of the functions of society 
as a whole, pervade the economic thought of Germany, but assume 
manifold phases in harmony with the varying mental temperament 
of the many interpreters. He demonstrates very justly, as it seems to 
us, how greatly economists have been influenced by the recent 
economic legislation of Germany and yet how small a part they 
have had in originating it Furthermore, he fails to see the necessary 
connection between the economic theories of the German professor 
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and his attitude toward practical questions, and in this many will 
agree with him. 

Passing to an account of university methods he gives an interesting 
description of some of the more prominent teachers and their work. 
He is much impressed by the great freedom of the German university 
teaching, and appreciates fully the influence of their university 
methods in producing such a number of eminent investigators. On 
the other hand, the study of political economy in the German univer- 
sity lacks co-ordination and stands too much alone. But the author 
is not attempting a criticism of German institutions, and the predomi- 
nant tone of his work is to dwell upon the more commendable sides 
of the German system. 

It is in seeking to ascertain what Prance may learn from the Ger- 
mans that we occasionally catch a glimpse of disapproval of their 
system, as one of universal application. He would secure for the 
French Universities something of the mobility which he found in 
Germany, a greater measure of special training for professors of eco- 
nomics and such a stimulus to the work of the students as seems to 
him to exist in the German Seminarien. But he would not relax the 
hold which the French have oyer their students by means of examina- 
tion, and he would make the instruction in economic science, not a 
mere object of study, but a part of required training for practical work 
along various lines, for which, at present, a strictly legal course suffices. 
In this portion of his work the author gives some very instructive 
glimpses into the organization of the French universities which in 
general are little known. 

Perhaps the most significant aspect of the work to a foreigner is the 
fact of its appearance. It is a tribute to the activity and insight of the 
younger generations of economists. It seems to presage a time when 
all their labors will bear a fruit and when the economic theory that 
sits enthroned at the institute must feel the rejuvenating touch of this 
laborious and ambitious group of thinkers. R. P. F. 



The Free Trade Struggle in England. By M. M. Tromboix. 
Chicago : The Open Court Publishing Company. 1892. 

The nucleus of this book was published in 1882 under the title of 
" A History of the Free Trade Struggle in England." Its popularity 
induced the author to revise and enlarge it in 1884, and the present 
book is the second edition of this enlarged work. 

Mr. Trumbull is an uncompromising free-trader. He believes that 
protection is not only bad as a policy, but also bad in its influence 
upon the morality of a community. His book, therefore, reveals 
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